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February 6, 2026

Chair Senator Mark Meek and Vice-Chair Senator Christine Drazan
Senate Committee on General Commerce and Government

900 Court Street NE

Salem, Oregon 97301

RE: Senate Bill 1512 — Support of workforce prosperity programs.
Dear Chairs and Members of the Committee,

| am writing to express EDCO’s (Economic Development for Central Oregon) support for Senate Bill 1512.
Oregon works when people do. Prosperity Programs aim to create lasting employment rather than
quick job placements. They invest in individuals and employers by providing training aligned with
business needs, connecting workers to quality jobs with family-supporting wages, benefits, and
advancement opportunities. This leads to sustained employment outcomes that benefit Oregon’s
economy.

Why this investment matters now:

e For every $1 invested, Oregon gets $2.98 back

* Average participant wages are $22.73 per hour

» 72 percent of employed participants are working full-time

» Workforce investments generate new tax revenue while reducing reliance on public benefits

Funding for Prosperity Programs expires June 30, 2026. Without action this session, Oregon risks losing a
proven system that strengthens families, supports employers, and helps stabilize the state budget
during economic uncertainty.

East Cascade Works, our local workforce board, effectively supports the talent needs of employers by
aligning investments with individuals' career aspirations to strengthen the economy of Central Oregon.
Economic development and workforce development are closely interconnected. Companies require a
skilled and reliable workforce, making funding for workforce development programs crucial to EDCO's
mission.

EDCO is a private, non-profit organization serving the tri-county region of Crook, Deschutes and
Jefferson Counties whose mission is to strengthen communities by creating opportunities that generate
new revenue and family wage jobs. Guided by our vision to be the catalyst for economic prosperity for
all, EDCO works to recruit new employers to Central Oregon, support entrepreneurs in starting new,
scalable businesses, and help existing companies grow and expand. Our client base includes some of the
highest-paying companies that contribute a significant percentage of the tax base in the region.

Economic Development
for Central Oregon

705 SW Bonnett Way, Suite 1000
Bend, OR 97702

541.388.3236
www.edcoinfo.com



MOVE
START
GROW

We hope you will join us in supporting this bill. If you have any questions regarding my comments,
please feel free to reach out to me directly. Thank you for standing up for Oregon’s workforce and
economic future.

Sincerely,

Eric Strobel, Sisters Director
Economic Development for Central Oregon
East Cascade Works Board Member
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